Technopark and Degree Controls Inc. Announces TechTop 08

Trivandrum, May 10, 2008 – Trivandrum-based Technopark in association with the Indian arm of the US-based Degree Controls Inc. has announced the third edition of TechTop 2008 from August 18-19, 2008. 

TechTop 2008 is an all India Engineering Students project competition jointly organized by Technopark, and DegreeC and supported by IEEE and Executive Knowledge Lines for the prestigious Degree C award, the one which offers largest prize money in this class. This competition was conceived by Degree C and actively supported and promoted by Technopark for spreading the spirit of innovation and entrepreneurship. All projects selected after final screening will be eligible for incubation support from Technopark.

Prize money of Rs. One lakh has been announced for the most innovative, socially relevant and commercially exploitable projects for 2008 by Degree Controls. The theme for this year’s contest was ‘Rural technology and Global Warming.’

For the upcoming event in August 08, project synopses were invited from about 1400 AICTE approved colleges and universities in the country and over 90 project synopses from 12 states viz. Haryana, UP, Arunachal Pradesh, Orissa, WB, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Goa, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala have been received. The project ideas received so far are in the disciplines like Computer Science, Electrical, Electronics & Communication, Mechanical, Chemical, Textile Technology etc. 

Of these, 33 have already been selected by a high level screening committee comprising of subject experts drawn from Academia, Industry and Research Institutions for the final phase of the competition to be held in Technopark in August 2008. The working models of the projects will be demonstrated and presented before a high level committee to choose the best projects. 

“The motto behind this contest is to promote and reward innovative ideas among our budding engineers and to create and innovation and entrepreneurship climate in India.” Said Technopark CEO, R K Nair. 

“We are happy to host the third edition of Techtop 2008 as we get to see some of the best minds come together for a great cause and we feel that Technopark Trivandrum maybe witnessing some of the great innovations that may change the way we live perhaps in the future. We also provide the opportunity to incubate their project in the Technopark TBI, a unique arrangement where vast pool of mentors will be present to mentor and motivate these youngsters to be future businessmen” He added. 

“In an economy that is built through innovation and entrepreneurship, 
most of our young generation still look to celebrities, such as 
entertainers and sports people, as their heroes. Every single  man-made 
product that we use was conceived and created by an engineer. If we want 
our economy to thrive, we need to give our new generation a new role 
model. Our goal at TechTop is to treat budding engineers and innovators 
as our celebrities. We want to create an awareness in the community so 
children can look up to these engineers as their role models just so 
that they stay in a technical field when they grow up. This is what the 
nation needs today to build a strong tomorrow”, quoted Mr.Rajesh Nair of Degree C



Some of the project ideas received have focused the ailing agriculture sector reflects the youngster’s shared concern about the growing famers suicides in the country and remedies mooted by them to save our ailing primary sector, which include Precision Farming idea from Calcutta Institute of Engineering & Management(WB), Pneumatic Solar Collector from Shree Institute of S&T Bhopal(MP), Areca nut de husking machine from Bapuji Institute of Engineering & Technology Davengere (Karnataka), Coconut de husking machines from PSG Technology Coimbatore (TN) and Robotic Cocunut Catching Machine from Govt.Engineering College, Barton Hill (Kerala). Other projects submitted have innovative ideas for the software, health, communication, textile and other areas as well.

In 2006, the Degree C cash award was won by Sahrudaya Engineering College, Trichur for their project ‘Burnocare’. NIT, Calicut and Hirasugar Institute from Karnataka also won cash prizes sponsored by Kerala State Council for Science and Technology. 

In 2007, the Degree C cash prize was won by Kongu Engineering College form Tamil Nadu for their RFID based Rationing System and second prize of Rs. 25,000/- sponsored by IBS Software was won by PES College from Maharashtra for their project Aqua Silencer. 

