TECHNOPRENEUR 2008

May 17, 2008 –Maurya Hall, Hotel Avenue Center, Cochin

Technopark is organizing a one day workshop on ‘Promoting Business & Technology Incubation and Building Enterprises’ at Maurya Hall, Hotel Avenue Center, Kochi on 17th May, 2008 The programme is jointly organized by Technopark TBI, Technopark TePP Outreach Centre (TUC), TiE Kerala, STED, Infopark, NCIIE and CUSAT. The program is supported by DST, TIFAC & DSIR, Govt. of India. This workshop is the second follow up program of Technopreneur 2008, a groundbreaking workshop series launched on the eve of ISBA2008 Conference, which was successfully conducted by Technopark from Jan 30th to Feb 2nd, which was a grand success. ISBA is the Indian STEPs (Science and Technology Entrepreneurs' Parks) and Business Incubation Association. The Events saw the convergence of a large number of distinguished personalities to Technopark, Trivandrum, from within the country as well as from outside, including delegates from the different arms of the World Bank like infoDev and the Asian Association of Business Incubators (AABI). The target audience includes prospective Innovators, Faculty members of Engineering Colleges in Central Kerala comprising of the Districts Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha, Kottayam, Idukki, Ernakulam and Thrissur.

The event is aimed at emphasising the need to support genuine entrepreneurs and Innovators from Rural Kerala to transform their ideas into marketable products and to incubate them in the Technology Business Incubator and thereby drive the economic growth of the country to newer heights. The workshop will be Inaugurated at 9.30 am on May 17th by Dr A S Rao, Advisor, Department of Scientific & Industrial Research (DSIR), Government of India and will include sessions on Promoting Business And Technology Incubation, Building Enterprises Through Business Incubators, Entrepreneurship Development in Rural Areas and DSIR TePP funding. H.K.Mittal,Advisor, DST, Govt of India will deliver the keynote address &  Sujit Banerjee, Director, DST, Govt of India will attend the programme and take sessions on the Incubation Initiatives of DST and Infodev respectively. Mr. H.K.Mittal has been responsible for establishing networks with international development institutions like the World Bank (InfoDev Programme) and EU for bringing the global incubation knowledge to the Indian business incubators. At the National level he has linked activities of the NSTEDB with various developmental ministries and institutions. He has been instrumental in providing all the requisite support to establish and nurture the Technology Business Incubator in Technopark which enabled T-TBI to bag the National Award for the Best Technology Incubator of the year 2007.

The major objective is to promote Innovation and Entrepreneurship in campuses of Academic Institutions and Rural Kerala. Another objective is to exploit and effectively convert the skills and expertise within the institutes to create entrepreneurial ventures. There will be eminent speakers from both industry and academics who will share their experience on Innovation, Incubation and Entrepreneurship with the participants. The event is programmed to provide counselling to the young innovators on various aspects like preparing Business plans, getting financial support in the form of Grants etc. 

Dr A S Rao, Advisor Department of Scientific & Industrial Research (DSIR), Government of India will interact with the Innovators on one to one basis and be pre-screening sessions on the proposals. Technopark TUC will take care of the project proposals and after the technical evaluation, these will be forwarded to DSIR for final screening and funding. The innovators shall be accommodated in the Technopark-TBI for the development of the product and will be given all the mentoring support.  The previous versions of the programme were grand successes. The Technopreneur 2008 held at Malabar Palace, Kozhikode on 10th March, 2008 was a grant success and 171 participants attended the workshop and 16 innovative projects came for one-to-one discussion and composed of prospective student enthusiasts from the various engineering colleges in the districts of Kazaragod, Kannur, Wayanad, Kozhikode and Malappuram districts, as also teachers from those colleges and VHSE teachers from the five districts attended the day-long deliberations. The event aimed to spot and support genuine entrepreneurs and Innovators from Rural Kerala to transform their ideas into marketable products and thereby drive the economic growth of the country to newer heights.Technology should increasingly become a tool for ensuring the welfare of the common man, and  hence, innovation and creativity in entrepreneurship should be promoted to help evolve new products and processes through technology incubation, said Dr. A.S.Rao, Advisor- Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, (DSIR) Govt.of India.11 projects were selected for final analysis and screening by Dr. Rao and his associates out of one to one disussions
Write up on the Themes

PROMOTING BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY INCUBATION

This workshop is intended to promote Business incubators on campuses of Academic Institutions. The inspiration behind this initiative has been to exploit and effectively convert the skills and expertise within the institutes to create entrepreneurial ventures. Technopark TBI is acting as a Regional TBI with extensive networking with all the 84 Engineering colleges & 9 Management Institutes working with this objective to promoting Innovation & Incubation on the campuses and thereby helping the students to establishing Business Enterprises

BUILDING ENTERPRISES THROUGH BUSINESS INCUBATORS

Technology and knowledge are becoming the buzzwords of the new millennium. As the technology is leapfrogging beyond the speed of light, enormous activities are underway in research and development areas paving ways for new and newer technologies day by day and also resulting into the emergence of new areas of technology. This rapid pace of developments in the field of science and technology are also leading towards a new class of knowledge savvy entrepreneurs and knowledge/technology driven enterprises, which are being recognized as an important factor for the economic development of nations and a source of value-added employment generation. First generation entrepreneurs need various support services like marketing, business facilitation, technical expertise, and resources for financing and business management during their start-up phase to enhance their prospects of survival. Incubators and similar mechanisms are intended to provide a conducive atmosphere and a range of critical support services and needed facilities to nurture and support a start-up.

